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Brochure DAARI Textile Tour 2011

Since 2002, DAARI has been researching possible des
the context of textile tours. The direct cause for

from one of the participants of the first East Coas
member of the Dutch Federations of Weavers' Circles
work area, along the east coast, appeared to includ
textile sights, she asked me (robert-jan) to organi
Naturally, she was closely involved in the preparat

In the meantime there have been five textile tours

and 2009). Those of 2003 and 2004 included a number
important production centres of hand woven fabric:
fine, gold-laced, silk sarees; Pochampalli and Koyy
recent production centres of cotton and silk ikat f
invariably mentioned in the context of the old ikat
addition, we paid attention to the fine embroidery

the weaving of the fine cotton 'dress material' of

The participants of the tours were enthusiastic. Ma
organise a second tour along a different route. Thi
2007. The route was outstanding and the tour was a
follow the same route.

The second DAARI weavers' route

start: end of January 2011

duration: 28 days

cost: € 2480 (including intl. flight and everything
cost without intl. flight: approx. € 1680
maximum number of participants: 14
information meeting: September 2010

The general starting points of DAARI (see home page
we travel in a relatively simple Indian way; we col
concentrate on everyday life; and we spend most of
tourist track.

Ahmedabad and surroundi ngs (5 days)

Trade

Ahmedabad harbours the world famous Calico Museum o

unigue historical collection of textiles, exposing
tradition of India. Not far from the city, in Patan
families which produce Patola (double ikat) sarees.
related sights, the city includes a colourful, chao
constituted by small Islamic, Hindu and Jain 'block
and mosques built in various, often synthetic style

of Mahatma Gandhi. There are various sights which r
(Sabarmati) ashram can be impressive.
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DAARI organises an excursion to one of the few rema
of Patan. On the way to Patan we stop at the famous
the Rani-Ki-Vav step-well, a spectacular, richly de
course, we visit the Calico Museum. We also partici
old city organised by a local heritage trust. The G
municipal museum can be visited on one's own initia
addresses of shops and markets which sell the fine
products from Kutch.

From Ahmedabad we fly to the South. Our first stop

Hyder abad and surroundi ngs (4 days)
Hyderabad is an old Muslim stronghold in the Hindu-
the Walled old town the atmosphere is oriental. The
Muslim monuments and busy bazaars.

We visit the workshop and showroom of Creative Bee,
company specialised in extraordinary hand crafted t
prominent textile designer, Bina Rao, and her husba
to visit the stoch rooms of Dastkar Andhra, a NGO t
weavers' clusters in Andhra Pradesh, designing and
Dastkar Andhra has done some path breaking work in
natural dyes.

One of our days in Hyderabad is completely dedicate
It's a one hour's drive to Koyyalagudem, a quiet an
village with spacious weaver's houses built in typi
weavers' co-operative guides us during a village wa
various aspects of ikat weaving. It also invites us
dishes.

From Hyderabad we take the evening train to Visakha

Vi sakhapat nam - Vi jayawada (9-10 days)
Visakhapatnam is the starting point of a bus tour o
areas of Andhra Pradesh. It offers a combination of
paddy fields, temples and.... of course, textile.Th
Visakhapatnam, on the deserted beach of the hamlet
cottages on a hill overlooking the beach and the Ba
this place and the typical holiday feeling it evoke
hectic atmosphere of the large cities of Ahmedabad
seems good to relax and enjoy the tranquility, for
sight seeing there are several options around: an i
a graceful temple on top of a hill; and the remains
trading post, including a cemetery.

From Rushikonda we travel by (our own) bus to Harip
we are the guests of BCT, a NGO working in the vill
potters' village and the BCT residential high schoo
curriculum that includes vocational training, such
ware and the spinning of cotton. The school-spun co
weavers living in a nearby village.

We spend the night in the BCT compound. The next da
dusty seaport town. On our way to Kakinada we stop
Etikoppaka to visit a local lacquer ware producing
naturally coloured shellac to finish its decorative
reaching Kakinada we will spend some time with the
specialised in amazingly delicate silk (Jamdhani) w

ining Patola weaving families
Sun Temple of Modhera and
corated well-complex. Of
pate in a walk through the
andhi ashram and the
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d rustic ikat weavers'

cal Nalgonda style. The local
Ik and introduces us to the
for a lunch made up of local

patnam.

f the north-eastern coastal
beach, sea, palm trees,

e tour begins near

of Rushikonda. We stay in

y of Bengal. The quietness of
s is a nice change from the
and Hyderabad. Although it
those who want to do some
nteresting and pleasant zoo,
of a 17th century Dutch

uram, a small village. Here
ages. We visit a nearby
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as the production of lacquer
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weavers of Uppada, who have
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around by the chairman of the local master weavers

Kakinada is the starting point of a tour through th
paddy field landscape of the Godavari (river) delta
many enchanting villages with lots of traditional,
the afternoon and night in our hotel on the banks o
next day, we will move on to Srikakulam, a small vi
For the second time we stay in a beautiful, green c
working in the villages.

Our destination of our last bus tour day is Vijayaw
town situated on the banks of the mighty river Kris
long way round. First we drive to Pedana, a small t
print-kalamkari fabric. We spend some hours watchin
printing, boiling and rinsing. We also visit the wo
maker. In fact, the block maker is our local guide.
we will pay a visit to the famous classical dance
spend several days in Vijayawada. On our first day,
local street children project. On our second day we
labyrinth of the old town. On our final day we visi
and the cave temple of Undavalli. In Vijayawada we
(ex-street children) of SKCV.

Tirupati and surroundi ngs (3 days)
Tirupati is situated at the foot of the seven woode
of the seventh hill harbours the old Hindu temple o
attracts thousands of pilgrims every day. The town
receive, house and feed its daily streams of believ
Venkateshwara temple (in the hills), there are seve
old home for wandering ascetics in the town itself.

Near Tirupati, there is another famous temple: Sri
of the real kalamkari: bamboo pen drawings on fabri
article on kalamkari refers to Sri Kalahasti and ma
display the large wall hangings with cartoon-like d
Hindu epics made in Kalahasti.

Near Tirupati and Sri Kalahasti there is a small to
its inhabitants there are thousands of weavers. Som
specialised in very fine weaves, others still weave
Venkatagiri sarees.

Our programme includes a walk through the hills to
an excursion to Venkatagiri and Sri Kalahasti. At S
kalamkari artist will introduce us to his art and a

shown around by one of the local master weavers.

After a short trip by train we arrive at the end of

Chennai (2-3 days)

Chennai (Madras) is a both traditional and modern s
British Fort St. George and a great number of villa
classical (South) Indian music and dance and it has
interesting, old village temples, e.g. those of Myl

in a well-known, traditional, South Indian hotel si
Mylapore - an erstwhile Brahmin village which prese
located neighbourhood. Chennai is a good place for
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